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Briefly: About Me.

Wrangling institutional data for the 
better part of two decades… 
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Michigan 
Research 
Experts: 
case study 

To learn more about the use of 
Elements & Dimensions Profiles 
at the University of Michigan, 
download the full case study 
from:

https://doi.org/10.6084/m9.figsh
are.7354898.v1



Ohio 
Innovation 
Exchange
The Ohio Department of 
Higher Education together with 
six participating universities has 
launched the Ohio Innovation 
Exchange to help increase 
connections and collaborations 
between higher education and 
industry. 

www.ohioinnovationexchange.com



Elements 
Discovery 
Portal

The Elements Discovery module 
is a new search and discovery 
layer for your existing Elements 
user profiles



An end-to-end solution for the capture and reuse of individual and 
institutional research information

Example profile sites that use Elements API/Reporting DB



An end-to-end solution for the capture and reuse of individual and 
institutional research information

Example VIVO sites supported by  Symplectic



Assessment/AccountabilityResearch Engagement Research Strategy

Public Profiles
Publication Discovery
Open Access
*Team Formation

Individual
Department/School
Government Reporting
Team Assessment

Identity  (who are we?)
Narrative (where are we going?)
Benchmarking
Strategic Team Assembly

How we use University Research Information

…The same data drives all of these activities…



Getting the Data: University Rules of Engagement…

Collaborate
Administration – No matter which part, local or central should 
only ask for Research Information once – for any purpose…
– once asked, the question is answered for everybody

Empower
Researchers absolutely have to be in control of their 
representations
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Research Sector Rules of Engagement…

Collaborate
Anybody in the research sector – No matter which part, 
publisher, funder, university or external expertise finder, can only 
ask for Research Information once
– once asked, the question is answered for everybody
Empower
Researchers absolutely have to be in control of their 
representations



Corollaries

1) If you ask for information, ask for it in the right way so that the 
information can be reused

2) Be prepared to share the information you have asked for

3) Information gathering is continuous, build a connected dataset  
(persistent identifiers are key)



https://www.flickr.com/photos/ginnerobot/3090551407

Be prepared to do a lot of walking



Capture structured data in Elements for reuse elsewhere
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(via API)
HR systems
Student system
Grant /Award 
management  systems

Institutional 
repository
DSpace
EPrints
Fedora/ Hydra
Figshare for Institutions

Public Discovery
Dimensions Profiles
Discovery Module
Profiles RNS
VIVO

Internal reporting
Microsoft SSRS
Tableau
Cognos
Oracle BI Tools

Track research
Impact
Altmetric Explorer
Impact Tracker


